Dr. Messaritakis and co-workers comment: We have read with interest the letter from Dr. Gaisin and co-workers, and in reply would like to make some remarks.
Leiner's disease, as described initially by Leiner, is a severe condition with a rather standard pattern of symptoms We would stress here that most of our patients were referred to us because of failure of various treatments applied by both paediatricians and dermatologists. This had caused great anxiety to the parents. Moreover, at least 2 of the patients were brought with severe staphylococcal infection threatening their lives.
In conclusion, whatever the mechanisms of the aetiopathology and the names given at times for this clinical 
Watery diarrhoea and ganglioneuroma
Sir, We read with interest the case report by Swift, Bloom, and Harris (1975) of a 5-year-old girl with watery diarrhoea and a vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP) secreting ganglioneuroma. In April 1975 we reported raised levels of VIP in a child with chronic watery diarrhoea and hypokalaemia (Udall et al., 1975) . The syndrome of intractable watery diarrhoea and hypokalaemia associated with pancreatic tumours was first described by Verner and Morrison (1958) . Chronic watery diarrhoea and hypokalaemia has more recently been reported associated with pancreatic islet cell hyperplasia, neurogenous tumours, bronchogenic carcinomas, pheochromocytoma, and ganglioneuroblastoma. The syndrome has now been associated with increased serum and/or tumour tissue levels of VIP (Bloom, Polak, and Pearse, 1973; Said and Faloona, 1975) . There is evidence that the tumours may arise from cells that share a common derivation from the neural crest (Said and Faloona, 1975 
